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Human Rights Commission suppresses report on housing rights violations in Palestine

Over the past two weeks, the Western Group of governments at the 58th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights have succeeded in preventing the publication of an independent human rights report [image: image3.png]


commissioned at a previous session.  This unprecedented suppression of an official UN document has magnified the image of the Commission’s political selectivity, and demonstrated how a few unchallenged powers can dictate their will over the agenda, even violating resolutions adopted by a vote.

At its Special Session of October 2000 on the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory (OPT), the Commission resolved to dispatch a number of objective monitoring mechanisms to the region, including a  Commission of Inquiry, seven thematic Special Rapporteurs and the High Commissioner herself.  Mr. Miloon Kothari, who holds the Commission’s mandate to advise the 53-State body on the human rights of adequate housing, was the only Special Rapporteur to conduct the OPT mission.

Israel formally refused to cooperate with the Special Session’s resolution, rejecting the requests of those Special Rapporteurs who attempted to conduct their appointed missions.  However, responding to an invitation for an academic meeting at an Israeli university in January 2002, Mr. Kothari obtained a visa formally as Special Rapporteur and then advised the Government of Israel in advance of the intention also to fulfill his reporting duty to the Commission.   The subsequent report, submitted shortly before this year’s 58th Commission convened, has been a political hot potato ever since.

The United States and Israel are the most adamant parties opposing the report’s admissibility, while Commission members Guatemala and Canada have served as the conspicuous messengers.  The report on housing and human rights catalogues a wide range of violations, covering refugee rights, land rights, the banning of Palestinian construction, administrative house demolitions, military destruction of housing, the implantation of settlements and settlers, violence against Palestinian residential communities, general housing conditions, the effects of closure on housing, misuse and hording of water resources, and environmental racism.  The report is already with States Members of the Commission, and several delegations have referred to it in the debate under agenda item 8 (human rights situation in the OPT).

Until today, this report of the Special Rapporteur remains suppressed by the stonewalling tactics of a few States representing the Western Group.  This development poses an example of an intergovernmental body, charged with a vital and uplifting task, but adhering to a consensus that descends to the lowest political common denominator.

NGOs are calling for the release of the Special Rapporteur’s report on housing, its full consideration in the 58th session, and concerted intergovernmental action to arrest the violations cited therein.
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