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1.0 Summary 

South Asia is home to a very large youthful population. Unfortunately, its countries, despite being signatories of all the major human rights instruments that advocate an adequate standard of living, do very little in practice to improve the quality of life of children and vulnerable groups.

Development experience in the region has shown that realization of housing rights is critical to improving the living conditions of poor communities, especially children. Several mass housing experiments in the region have dealt with the provision of housing as sheltering structures as opposed to holistic socializing environments for children. In addition, the deep-rooted social bias against play and recreation as a mere waste of time lead to completely inadequate facilities for children. 

Rapid urbanization in the region with increasingly privatized services further compromises the living conditions of the poor. As a result, large numbers of children, with or without families have no access to basic services, housing, recreation facilities or affordability of these key elements of urban life. 

Policies of the state either fail to cater to the rights and needs of children and vulnerable groups or provide insufficient support for appropriate projects. This is mainly due to lack of political will and inadequate budgetary allocations for the development of children.

However, children themselves are more aware of their rights and issues related to social justice. They have started articulating their demands with the help of civil society groups. Right to housing, play and recreation have featured prominently in their list of demands for an adequate standard of living.

The planning and urban design professions have an important role to play in realizing these perceptions of children, rooted in the principles of the CRC, in terms of appropriate living environments and child friendly cities. Their role is not restricted to generating master plans at the city level and settlement layouts at the community level. They also need to sensitize the other stakeholders to create a new paradigm of urban development that respects the rights and needs of poor communities and disadvantaged children.

This paper explores the various aspects of an adequate living environment with a strong housing rights framework and connects it to children’s play and recreation needs in cities. Roles of the different stakeholders are also discussed in the South Asian context. Roles of urban designers and planners are highlighted and guidelines and models for child friendly urban developments are discussed. 

Finally the paper raises some questions to the forum in an attempt to understand the policies and practices of European countries that have actively pro-child attitudes to development. European countries are thereby invited to contribute to the process of formulating child friendly cities and villages in South Asia.
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2.0 Context

2.1 Children matter 

Investing in development for children - South Asian scenario

Ever since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989, ratifying nations committed to create environments that ensure children’s survival and development and to involve children in decisions that affect their lives. Agenda 21 (the program of Action from the UN Conference on Environment and Development 1992) and the Habitat Agenda (UN conference on Declaration on Cities and other Human settlements 1996) have reaffirmed that children and youth need to participate in managing their environments and in shaping their cities and towns. 
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Signatory nations of South Asia have assumed specific obligations at the domestic level in the form of constitutional provisions, laws, policies and jurisprudence. 

A quick review of the performance of the countries, both developed and developing show very little implementation on the ground to improve the living conditions of children.  Various aspects contribute to this, especially in the context of developing nations. This decade saw globalisation bringing in sweeping economic reforms that aimed to orient countries towards the global economy but at the same time forcing governments to compromise on expenditure that is not related to global trade, finance and defence. These cuts in expenditure directly impact the poor and their children. The target sectors are health, education, social services and social subsidies. 

These budgetary reductions directly and adversely affect the growth and development opportunities for children, adolescents and young adults.

	Population in South Asia
	1.35 billion

	Children under the age of 15 in South Asia
	37 percent of the population


It is worth noting that the South Asian population is youthful
. For every 100 people in the working age group (15-59 years of age), there are 79 young (0-14 years of age) people to support.
This requires serious debates on how best to cater to the needs of such a population.

Despite pledges at international forums, the process of implementation through proper mechanisms is very weak.There are strong reasons for this failure to provide better living conditions and appropriate socializing environment for children. Some of these reasons at an operational level are:  

· Human rights instruments are not considered for formulating policies.

· Lack of political will results in weak implementation despite availability of policies.

· Poor awareness at the community level leading to poor demand generation despite availability of policies and implementation mechanisms.

2.2 Children’s right to play and recreation.

A South Asian perspective.

Pioneering works in the field of child psychology have established the strong need for environmental stimulus for development of human behaviour. Children derive such stimuli through play. 

The relevance of play and recreation as a tool for early childhood development and in the subsequent years is understood differently in different cultural contexts. In South Asia, it is generally believed that going to school and gaining academic qualifications is more important than play. It is often perceived that play is accompanied by mischief and at times interaction with unwanted elements. Therefore it is not socially desirable. Especially for girls, playing in streets and public spaces or with outside of kin is considered inappropriate. Virtue and goodness of a child is judged by the hours a child spends with a book as opposed to playing outside the house
. 

This deep rooted social perception gets reflected in the urban development policies and programs. For example, the mass housing experiments-for rehabilitating the victims of natural disaters or squatter settlers-in their attempt to fit in greater numbers of families in a designated residential plot, rarely consider children’s play and recereation needs. This extends to designing public spaces such as schools, where more classrooms are accommodated at the expense of play space.  


The region of South Asia is rich in cultural and folk traditions that manifest themselves through dance forms, theatre, art, martial arts, specific forms of celebrations during festivals. The spatial connections to these artistic and cultural manifestations are public spaces at the settlement level including streets, religious and other community buildings and courtyards of residences. Such spaces have gradually eroded due to changes in lifestyles brought about by pressures of urbanization. In the case of poor urban communities, such practices have special significance in the lives of children. They provide alternate recreation models as a compensation for their lack of access to the regular recreational facilities like cinema, theatre, clubs. The planning and urban design processes need to consider the significance of these practices in creating urban spaces whether at the city or the community level.  Provision of appropriate settings will encourage revival of a lot of traditional art forms and festivals. 


2.3 Child’s right to adequate standard of living through adequate housing.

The South Asian countries are in different stages of implementing the Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAP) from the early 80’s. The vulnerability of the poor, have been compounded due to implementation of SAP without adequate and appropriate social safety nets. Such adverse impacts include displacement of whole communities from their familiar surroundings to inadequate urban and rural settlements. Loss of employment of parents and inaccessibility of facilities result in children forfeiting opportunities for schooling, adequate nutrition and health as well as recreation and play. Such communities are left with little options but to live in squatter settlements and slums without security of tenure, safety, dignity and identity. Pressures to privatise services like water, electricity, transport, have seen a further regression of their right to an adequate standard of living. Children of these communities are rendered the most vulnerable by conditions of inadequate housing. 

In this context, housing signifies the process of securing a safe and adequate living and socializing environment for children as distinct from the notion of a house as a sheltering structure. 

A secure home is the base for establishing the private and public environments for children. In terms of physical space, it is the core round which the home range of the child develops. Therefore advocacy for right to adequate housing is significant for securing a holistic environment for development of the child.

Housing initiatives for the poor in South Asia.
There have been several efforts to increase the housing stock for the poor in South Asain countries as part of the poverty alleviation measures. Examples like the Million House program in SriLanka, Grameen bank housing programmes in Bangladesh, Indira Awaz Yojana- housing for rural poor in India, indicate that there is a commitment to improve the quality of living standards of the poor. However, these programmes have solely dealt with the provision of a shelter. They were executed without considering the rights of the child, specific needs of boys and girls in different age groups and vulnerable categories of children. The resultant housing provisions were unable to nurture adequate environments for holistic development of children and youth. Also, children often paid heavy prices in having to compromise their rights to education, health, play and recreation. 

It is increasingly realized that only a human rights paradigm that incorporates a housing and land rights approach can systematically and comprehensively improve the quality of life of the urban poor.

The South Asia Regional Programme(SARP) of the Habitat InternationalCoalition (HIC)has been focusing on creating a network of organizations that are working on children’s rights, housing rights, and related issues. Together with its partners SARP has succeeded in creating awareness of this right at different local, national and international forums. In 1998, an alternative report submitted by HIC in collaboration with NGOs in India to the CRC committee on children’s housing rights. This experience informed the official CRC country report for Nepal. Awareness campaigns, advocacy of this right and empowering children to articulate their demands of an adequate quality of living through charters is now informing the National Plan of Action for Children in India.

Joint awareness and advocacy workshops by HIC and local groups in Nepal sensitized children to their housing rights and encouraged them to expres their perceptions. After this exercise, these children on their own visited other children in neighbouring slums who were threatened by forced evictions. This interaction led to the community petitioning the local authorities for rehabilitation only during children’s school vacations. And the government in a few cases obliged. This is a very positive exmple of an international organization working with local groups to universalize issues and impacting at the government level. 

3.0 Key aspects of adequate housing

“ The human right to adequate housing is the right of every woman, man, youth and child to gain and sustain a secure home and community in which to live in peace and dignity.”
 

The key aspects of “the right to Adequate Housing”
 have been codified by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 7 minimum core obligations.
To initiate a dialogue on child friendly cities in South Asia with the focus of improving the living standards of children, it is important to start with these internationally accepted key aspects of the right to adequate housing.

Children in South Asia recorded their perceptions and needs of a good standard of living, housing and child friendly cities in local charters as a preparatory process for UNGASS 2002. The seven minimum core obligations along with the demands of children on their housing rights such as those recorded in the charters from Mumbai (India) and Jhapa (Nepal) establish a good platform for drafting policies that progressvely realize adequate housing and child friendly cities in South Asia. These policies then need to be collated with planning and urban design guidelines to give physical shape to the desired development paradigms. 

Any initiative for child friendly cities in South Asia needs to be sensitized to the issues of children threatened by forced evictions, relocation in inaccessible sites, homelessness and the discriminatory practices against the girl child.

The Housing and Land Rights Network of HIC  has elaborated these key aspects of housing to incorporate relevant elements related to housing rights in case of evictions and displacements of communities.

However, even this toolkit needs to be adapted to reflect the housing rights of children. 

HLRN-HIC attempted to put together such an understanding of children’s housing rights in a child friendly brochure that was released during UNGASS, New York in May 2002. This was based on perceptions and demands of children but within the legal framework of the CRC,

3.1
Security of tenure for child centred housing 
Secure tenure effectively guarantees access to, use of and control over land, property and housing. For creating child centred habitats, stability and security of tenure is more important than the specific forms especially for disadvantaged groups. The definition should encompass more than outright and exclusive ownership of habitat. It should also take into account rights of use and occupancy, informal occupancy especially of facilities and open spaces for play and recreation within settlements, rental, leaseholds and usufruct
. 

All South Asian countries have limited land availability and poor land distribution policies and systems. The larger percentage of land is controlled by a privileged few. The lack of political will has further exacerbated the living conditions of the poor. For the progressive realization of providing legal security of tenure for poor households, urban planners and designers should begin a dialogue and negotiation with the local governments.

3.2
Availability of services, materials, facilities and infrastructure before rehabilitation
In the context of South Asia, it is difficult to focus upon habitats that include children’s play and recreation spaces without understanding the urbanization processes. The suburbs of cities are increasingly catering to the new migrant populations who cannot access the city centres. Additionally, relocated populations from evicted squatter settlements and unplanned expansion of small and medium polluting industries put pressure on land. These suburbs are poorly serviced with water, sanitation, transport, schools and essential civic amenities. Governments actually will spend much more in terms of resources and time in fighting legal cases, avoidable health hazards and deaths in taking corrective measures eventually.

Even in planned relocation, by and large, adequate infrastructures are not in place. There are positive examples where NGOs, involving children and communities, have been able to influence the urban planning process.


3.3
 Balancing affordability and habitability

How affordable is it to improve the living conditions of poor communities whether it is private homes or community spaces? Many South Asian governments have developed policies and invested in increasing housing stocks for the poor through mass housing projects. These dwelling units often are not covered by suitable housing finance policies for incremental improvements. This results in compromising adequate habitability issues of privacy and play space for children, especially for the girl child.

In such a scenario, the public spaces at the community level such as parks, libraries, schools, day care centres, markets, youth clubs, community centres, hospitals, playgrounds and incidental open spaces, should be made available for children’s recreation.
 Non-availability of funds is often cited as a reason by government sources. But in reality it is lack of political will and vision. For example, the 74th constitutional amendment in India provides a budgetary allocation of approximately US$ 400,000 to each Member of Parliament for improving their constituency. More often than not, these funds are under-spent or un-utilized. In this context, the role of the urban planner is twofold-

· To enable the community to develop funding proposals for improving the public spaces to be safe and child friendly through information sharing.

· To create platforms for discussing such initiatives with the communities, NGOs and the local governments.

The issue of housing finance has critical relevance for the quality of life of children. 

Families’ credit decisions can have serious consequences for their children, sometimes resulting in increased work burdens, loss of schooling opportunities and nutritional deficiencies
. Additionally children from very poor families have to contribute towards the repayment of the loan, taken by parents, by entering the labour market.

All these indicate the need for a child friendly budget at the country level for development of programmes and projects that will positively impact the child. For India, only 1.6% of the Union Budget
 is earmarked for all child specific programmes including higher education, primary education, health, early childhood development and other related development projects impacting children.

Several NGOs in South Asia such as Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, Praja Sahayaka Sevaya in Sri Lanka, SPARC in Mumbai, India and SEWA in Ahmedabad, India among others, have created opportunities for the poor for incremental housing through micro-credit projects. The clear objectives set by these organizations for women’s economic and social empowerment are achieved. But some of the unintended effects of these projects occur due to their failure to recognize the ability of adolescent boys and girls and youth to articulate their needs and priorities. 

Though the housing designs of these projects are community generated, lack of technical inputs often results in unsafe and low quality implementation. In some cases, as in Bangladesh, micro-credit schemes offer loans/materials for construction of sanitary latrines. These latrines constructed by the families, without technical inputs, often collapse due to heavy winds and rain or soft soil conditions. This implies the importance of physical design and other relevant technical inputs in projects aimed at improving health and habitability issues of communities. Often lack of these inputs deprives the basic right to habitable living conditions through privacy, safety and dignified living for children. Such examples, stress the need for participatory action by the relevant actors such as architects for technical inputs in designing, standard setting and supervision, NGOs and local groups for coordinating these efforts. 


3.4
 Relevance of location, accessibility and cultural appropriateness of adequate housing for children

Adequate housing must be in a place that enables access to employment, primary health-care, education and other social services and civic amenities. The financial and temporal cost of transport in case of inappropriate locations often result in loss of schooling, nutritional deficiencies and no play and recreation for children. A survey in Delhi conducted by the Hazard Centre revealed that a disproportionately high number of slums in Delhi have 250 plus children out of school in each settlement. 

Individuals and communities must have access to appropriate data, documents and intellectual resources that impact upon their right to obtain adequate housing. Having access to appropriate data implies being informed about potential industrial and natural hazards, infrastructure, planning and design, availability of services and natural resources. 

4.0 Realizing children’s rights in urban development especially for vulnerable children.
Special  attention must be paid to the shelter needs of vulnerable children, such as street children, refugee children and children who are victims of sexual exploitation… (Habitat Agenda. 13)

Who are the vulnerable children in south Asia?
· Tribal children or indigenous children

· Children of scheduled castes or dalits

· Children of migrants

· Children living in slum settlements

· Mentally of physically challenged children

· Street children

· Refugee children

· Displaced children

· Girl child in all the above categories subjected to gender discrimination.

In an urban context, vulnerable children include all inadequately housed children such as homeless children living with or without families, street children, displaced children, children living in squatter settlements. Some of these children are subjected to violence and abuse of different forms such as communal riots, sexual exploitation, abuse at the work place and in public spaces. These are often related to children’s deprivation of basic physical and strategic needs such as privacy at home, public toilets, safety of public facilities and places and insufficient opportunities of positive peer interaction. The reality of the urbanizing world is that the available housing stock is never sufficient to meet the demands of the population. In such a context, it becomes mandatory for urban designers, planners and policy makers to create public spaces that can ensure social and self-development opportunities for children and youth.

Adequacy needs to be considered within the context of indivisibility of human rights and the inherent connections between the right to adequate housing and the right to food, health, education, recreation and the security of the home. Adequate housing should also consider children’s right to a safe environment. This is especially poignant for resettlement colonies that are forced to relocate in environmentally unsafe lands. 

4.1 Creating awareness about child centred urban development

In this context, the relevance of developing partnerships and creating space for equal participation opportunities for the different stake holders gain importance. 

· The urban policy makers, planners and communities need to understand children and adolescent perspectives, their concerns related to urban environment and their priorities for change. 
· Local governments, planners, policy makers and adults in the community should recognize and respect the ability of the young people to articulate their perspectives and participate in the planning and policy making process. 
· Local groups, NGOs, schools and communities should work towards enhancing the capacity of children and youth to appreciate and assess their own environment and for participating in development process for improving the same. 
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5.1
Role of the planning and design professions

To create child friendly cities in South Asia, urban planners, designers, architects and the other related technical professions have the following roles to perform:

1. Get sensitised to the rights, needs and aspirations of children in terms of an adequate living environment.

2. Inform the master planning process of cities from the perspective of location, accessibility, environmental safety, equal opportunities for education, health, play and recreation of disadvantaged children and employment opportunities for parents.

3. Urban design guidelines to incorporate and provide for cultural appropriateness of settlement layouts, building typologies and forms in terms of traditional practices, recreation habits and forms of play
.

4. Ensure availability of public spaces and their user friendliness especially for the child and youth.

5. Upgrade existing settlements whether authorized and unauthorized keeping the needs and rights of the child in focus.

6. Planning future settlements such as rehabilitation sites within a child right framework.

7. Investing in planning with community involvement for relocation.
5.2 Contribution of the European Congress to child friendly cities in South Asia

In the last few years, children in some South Asian countries have articulately struggled for their housing rights to ensure a better quality of life for themselves and their families with the help of local, national and international civil society groups and UN agencies. However these activities had only succeeded in gaining some peripheral space. Consultations with NGOs and human rights groups before formulating national plans do not really impact the core issues related to child rights.

Moving child rights from the periphery to the centre-Role of donors 

Despite the CRC being signed by all UN members except two, there is little coordination among the donor communities to address child centred developments. The assumption of many development programs is that by benefitting the community at large, children will eventually get benfitted. This misconception is corroborated time and again by the miserable living conditions and quality of life of children in developing countries.

The planning and implementation of development programs by donors on housing, water, sanitation, rural and urban development do not place the interests of children at the centre. This conference sets the tone for such a move and presents a great opportunity to start a dialogue among the donor communties for progressively incorporating the best interests of the child in urban development policies and programmes.

In order to give children these rights and work towards creating a world fit for all children the international community has the following role to play in keeping with the key principles of the Habitat Agenda:

Formation of partnerships: 

· Inter-country dialogue and collaborations on developing appropriate and contextual development initiatives for children.

· Bilateral support for the same.

Enhancement of capacity: 

· Initiate and support research to understand the special needs of children based on age, gender and vulnerable category.

· Realisticaly assess the living conditions of children in cities and villages in this region to put pressure on Governments to initiate programmes on child friendly cities and villages.

· Informing the planning process and sensitizing the relevant actors involved in facilitating development impacting children.

· Share best practices and relevant examples.

Supporting enabling approaches: 

· Help formulate framework for realistic and proportionate allocation of resources in the country budgets and in the various international funding organizations.
Strengthening participatory mechanisms: 

· Sensitize donor organizations to the needs of inter-ministerial coordination for projects aimed at overall development of the child.

· Encourage equal partnership opportunities in projects between the community, research organization, planning and design profession and local government. 
Monitoring of progress
· Appropriate use of indicators and action to facilitate information exchange 
· Networking and making full use of information technologies. 

6.0 A generic model for child friendly environment in this context

for planning or restructuring housing environments with emphasis on play.

A few ideas came out very strongly through the case studies and content development process.

· Community life is a dynamic system of overlapping behaviour needs

· Space is a limitation but needs and rights are the same 

· Each space has multiple territories within it serving different purposes

· User friendliness has to be rooted in flexibility of use of a given space

· Ease of community participation in construction, maintenance and care to develop sense of ownership

Given the nature and availability of resources, any space structuring at the generic level should be based on a multi-dimensional approach such as offered by the ethological space model
 based on appropriation habits. This has the advantage of generating space needs directly from the housing rights contents for children. For instance, the key rights to privacy, security, play and recreation that can be easily realized for the child at the housing level are converted to congruent territories or personal spaces that supports multiple cores of different functions. Territories are stationary zones relating to reference points or cores like the house, school, a tree etc. personal spaces are mobile and the reference is the individual and hence can happen at any level of the neighbourhood.

To realize adequate housing in the true sense, it is not enough to say children need houses, playgrounds, and schools. If we listen to the voices of children and their aspirations from the built environment, urban designers and planners could possibly create better facilities if they considered creating secure territories, play territories and the like. These also have the advantage of being spread throughout the community level. 

The proposed model:

1. Creation of secure territories at different levels of the community plan.

Cores around which these can be generated at the housing level: Houses, community toilets, schools, day care centers, shops, cultural institutions, sports facilities, clubs

Special design focus and realigning of development controls: threshold of the house, street or court in front of the house, community streets, left over open spaces, terraces, parking should be planned and designed to have natural surveillance of many care taking adults.

2. Creation of games territory at different levels of the community plan for active games:

Cores: Streets, Courts, terraces, open spaces of different categories and adjacencies, wastelands, dumps, neighbourhood parks

Special design focus and realigning of development controls: secure access to these cores preferably through pedestrian links, environmental safety of the facilities

3. Creation of socio-petal territories that bring together different age groups for different purposes.

a. Supply Cores:  convenient shopping, milk booth, telephone booth, post boxes, bus and other transport stands, markets

b. Festival Cores: Precincts and squares of religious buildings like temples, mosques, churches, mission homes, community centers, parks, marriage halls, streets.

c. Cores supporting meeting and information: though this social need is really supported by personal spaces for interaction, there are certain cores at the community level that support these such as pedestrian zones, low vehicular traffic corridors, threshold of houses, special interest and convenience shops, cultural institutions, recreation facilities, parks and other open spaces.

d. Cores supporting recreational needs: These needs are more varied and often culture, age and gender specific. But by and large the following cores could cater to most of these diverse community needs for active and passive recreation. 

These are:

· patch of green as in a garden either private or public,

· parks or community level large open space, 

· clubs for family recreation through games, movie screenings, 

· multipurpose halls, 

· community maintained landscaped areas, 

· pedestrian streets, 

· low-traffic neighbourhood streets. 

Annexure I 

Urban Design Guidelines for planning and restructuring urban areas for Child friendly development in Indian Cities.

Geneic design guidelines based on the issues and ideas emerging from right to adequate housing, experiences of children and families in different urban areas in Indian cities and participatory design workshops with children on ideal living environment.

1. Creation of Environmental Diversity at different levels within the home-range of the child.

· Diversity in the nature and type of activity cores generated through provision of basic amenities like school, convenience shops, temples, community buildings.

· Territories generated by such cores should be safe from traffic and provide choice in terms of access.

· Diverse textures in built environment such as in paving materials, natural landscape, varying architectural expressions conforming to an overall framework of design controls.

· Diversity in the types of play spaces spread throughout the community structure

· Introduction of elements of surprise like little patches of wilderness, different forms and architectural expressions for community buildings.

· Accessibiliy to some city level functions that appeal to children.

· Spatial structuring of the unbuilt volume of space to form potential settings for various behaviour systems, allow better territoriality, create an interface between the predictable and unpredictable environment.

2. Providing Identity to zones of adequate housing through:

· Creation of pedestrian precincts with community facilities around them so as to provide active identifiable cores to housing areas.

· Localization and appropriation of some places and activities such as around local school buildings, other community buildings and their territories, for gradual transmission and continuity of some practices of culural importance and of traditional value to the community.

· Dilapidated parts of old buildings of character within existing residential areas and slums to be repaired and reused.

· Appropriate designs for garbage disposal facilities, post boxes, street lights, community toilets and water points.

· Adoption of practical landscape policies for open spaces that can be easily managed by the community, especially the youth and children.

3. To achieve Legibility in a housing area: 

· Reinforcing paths within the home-range of the child through landscape themes such as each street has a distinct tree, or shrub or plant to act as a visual marker.

· Establishing a hierarchy of paths as per the relative importance of cores.

· Paths lower in the hierarchy should be free of traffic to act as effective play territories.

· Any landmark building should be reinforced by focusing streets and development of appropriate cores around it.

· Dwelling units to have appropriate scale relative to the hierarchy of the street serving it.

· Pedestrian as well as visual links between adjacent housing streets and areas.

· Emphasizing the role of natural environmental resource within the residential area.

4. To impart Character to a neighbourhood:

· Adopting architectural styles that are climate and culture specific. This can happen only when people are directly involved in the construction and decision making process.

· Creation of a system of open spaces that will have the potential to become appropriate behaviour settings for the cores associated with them.

· Achieving a certain density that will ensure optimum utilization of the open space and nurture a quality of life.

· Selecting appropriate building materials and paving.

· Context specific landscaping.

5. To create Flexibility in the environment.

· Alternate routes within the home-range to better explore the environment.

· Proper design of basic amenities and other elements of landscape to articulate the public domain and facilitate territorializing.

· Proper interface between the natural and man-made environment in the open spaces.

6. To achieve proper Scale in the built environment:

· The enclosure quality of open spaces to attain the correct degree of publicness or privacy.

· Building heights not to exceed a certain limit beyond which the enclosure quality or the scale of the street is lost.

· Size of blocks to be optimized to prevent the neighbourhood from becoming impermeable.

7. To achieve Visual Richness:

· Variety of architectural expressions

· Special focus on the threshold of the house as this is a very popular play and recreation zone especially for the girl child.

· Sequencing of open spaces with proper activity systems.

· The route to school within home-range should be integrated with the vital activity systems of the neighbourhood as well as have natural elements.

8.  To achieve Safety and Defensibility in the environment:  

· From the point of view of traffic

· form and layout of streets to be such so as to reduce traffic hazards and help social interaction

· proper design of road junctions

· creation of one-way streets

· deadends, deviations of streets to reduce thoroughfares.

· Defensibility of public realms

· Juxtaposition of residential areas with other safe functional facilities: commercial, institutional such as schools, creches, vocational training centres, recreational such as parks, hobby centres.

· The active cores of houses should keep the play spaces under surveillance.

· The perceptual environment of the residents should allow them to easily survey the public space from their homes through position of doors and windows, balconies and terraces.

Annexure II

Action Agenda for the private sector and NGOs 

Private Sector

In the context of increasing privatisation, it is important to imagine new models of products as well as systems available to the poor pertaining to housing, urban sanitation, safe drinking water, defensible public environments and recreation facilities. A responsible society could positively impact the lives of poor children by allocating the right roles for and sensitising the different actors-the government, NGOs, planners, urban designers, architects and the private sector. 

Development of tangible and easily implementable products that will directly impact the quality of life of a large cross‑section of society could be an immediate role for the private sector. The government in consultation with NG0s needs to specify the nature and context for developing any product for the community.

1. Developing safe drinking water facilities both at the community level and at the institutional level. Towards this, low‑cost, maintenance free water filters and water dispensers can be invaluable for the health of children and the community.

2. Designing and promoting child friendly toilets that can be provided in government and public institutes as part of appropriate health and sanitation measures, as well as in individual homes to respect the demand of children for toilets within home. Compact toilet cum waste disposal units and low water use toilets are some of the models that the private sector needs to develop for the community at large with children's needs in mind. Moreover, developing and promoting child scaled toilet equipments like washbasins and water closets will encourage children to develop good user habits from an early age.

3. Small‑scale water treatment plants that can be purchased for the community and easily maintained by them, at the community level needs to be developed.

4. Developing adequate street lighting for enhanced defensibility of the public domain is another area of intervention for the private sector. Appropriate technology like solar powered lighting of streets should be developed and made easily available to the public at affordable rates.

5. Designing play equipments safe and appropriate for children's use in public places like schools, hospitals, shops, community centres and clubs.

6. Developing low cost and maintenance free building materials, paving material for streets and open spaces within communities will positively impact the quality of the habitat and life of the residents.

NG0s and Child rights groups: Link the right to adequate housing with ongoing work on education health, sanitation, habitat and environment

1. Develop mechanisms to monitor the progress on commitments made to realize children's housing rights in the form of alternate reports or information updates for children, government and UN bodies.

2. Work towards promoting and establishing a Children's network in Asia to collectively work on child rights.

3. Develop opportunities to enable children to work along with adults to secure housing rights.

4. Promote the research agenda on children and the right to adequate housing.

9. Working with Mayors and local governments to develop child friendly cities and villages.

10. Sensitise and work with planners and urban designers to work on planning policies at the master plan level and community level for appropriate layouts. Coordinate with professionals to formulate development controls and building byelaws that generate child friendly humane urban development.
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Countries in South Asia- India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and Bhutan- have ratified the following international instruments that make it obligatory for the states to realise the right to adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, progressively for all its citizens. 


Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)


 The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 


International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) (except Bhutan)


 International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (except Pakistan and Bhutan)


International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) (except Pakistan and Bhutan)
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Alternate housing models for disadvantaged children 


-Night Shelters in Mumbai, India





In the urban context, homeless and street children are particularly disadvantaged. Youth for Voluntary Action (YUVA) has found creative solutions for providing socializing environments for street children through night shelters in Mumbai, India. It began as a provision of a mere shelter for keeping their belongings securely and have a night’s rest in a safe place. Gradually it evolved through YUVA’s understanding of the needs and aspirations of the children, into a social base. Here street children could relax, learn norms of community living, have fun through indoor games and give vent to creative energies through activities like bringing out a newsletter. 








Bhalaswa


-A case of strong community participation and advocacy against intractable political will.





In 2000, a large squatter settlement of 25 years was evicted from the heart of Delhi. Approximately 3500 families or 16500 people were relocated in a 5.5 hectare plot in the outskirts of the city. Of these, 50% constitute children and youth. These families purchased a license from the Delhi Development Authority to live in an allotted plot for 5-10 years. Despite being relocated in a designated resettlement plot, no civic infrastructure and amenities were in place. School going children lost school years, and many girls had to discontinue their education. An NGO- Ankur -worked on enhancing the awareness of the community including sensitising youth regarding their living environment. Based on this, the community rejected the housing layout prepared by the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) since it did not cater to the safety, privacy and cultural appropriateness. The community with support of the NGO developed a Master Plan for the entire area and a culturally adequate housing layout keeping the interest of the children as the focus. Currently MCD has reallocated the plots based on the Master Plan and the layout approved by the community. Additionally they could also negotiate with the local government through a court case for alottment of a plot for a primary school and ensuring admission for drop out children in nearby schools. This achievement was at the cost of loss of resources, time and energy, at the community and government level.











General Comment No. 4, entitled “The right to adequate housing,” sets out minimum core obligations of the right contained in Article 11(1) of the ICESCR that the state must fulfil immediately. These minimum core obligations are as follows: 


Legal Security of Tenure―There should be protection against forced eviction and harassment. 


Availability of services, materials, facilities and infrastructure―There must be made available facilities essential to health, security comfort and nutrition. These facilities include, but are not limited to, safe drinking water, sanitation and washing facilities, and energy for cooking, heating and lighting.


Affordability―Expenditures for housing should be commensurate with income levels. Basic needs should not be compromised. 


Habitability―There should be adequate space and protection from the elements. Conditions conducive to disease and structural hazards should be eliminated


Accessibility―All should have access to adequate housing. There is a discernible obligation on the government to ensure that everyone has access to a secure place to live in peace and dignity


Location―Adequate housing must allow for access to employment options (the right to livelihood), healthcare, schools and other social services. There must not be excessive financial or temporal demands on the household in respect to transportation.


Cultural Adequacy-The housing configuration must not compromise cultural expression.





To realize right to adequate housing for children, the following steps are involved.





Develop the core content of adequate housing and child friendly cities based on children’s needs and experiences from their living conditions 





Clarity on role of different stakeholders such as local governments, planners, urban designers, communities





Appropriate Institutional mechanisms for implementation at different levels





Create awareness and advocate for including perceptions of children and youth while planning amongst urban local authorities, urban planners, land developers, construction and product manufacturing companies and communities.

















Creative recreation for slum children through theatre in Kolkata, India 


-a community generated partcipatory model 





Chetla Krishti Sansad is a local group in Kolkata who understood the significance of alternate recreation models for poor children. They involve children from the neighbouring slums in theatre activities. Boys and girls in the age group of 4-16 from different backgrounds, explore various themes related to the their lives, problems of the city or pure fantasy. This group utilizes the available resources in the neighbourhood. They negotiated with the community to use the semi-public courtyard of a dilapidated old house for rehearsals. The children come here four times a week and use it as a play space till before the rehearsal. They have jurisdiction of this space only on these days. A magical transformation happens as soon as formal training begins- the same multi functional community space becomes the stage and each child could take correct stage positions as per a mental graph that then breaks up the space. Such activities impart not only a vocational training in the arts but also satisfy the need for play and social interaction in a public space that is otherwise denied to them.








Article 31, CRC 


States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.





The Integrated Childhood Development Scheme (ICDS) of the government of India is a concept aimed at providing a socializing atmosphere for the children before they are integrated into formal schooling. Additionally, growth monitoring and immunization, and supplementary nutrition are provided for the children in the age group of 0-6 years. These, located within the low-income communities, also act as day care centres and often house around 40 children in a cramped space. The original objective of providing for overall development of the child gets compromised due to inadequate space and character of the setting. 
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Article 27, CRC


Adequate Standard of Living


States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development. Parents have the primary responsibility to ensure that the child has an adequate standard of living. The state’s duty is to ensure that this responsibility can be fulfilled. State responsibility can include material assistance to parents and their children.














� The CRC defines the child as a person under 18 years unless national law recognizes that the age of majority is reached earlier.


� Sources: UNDP, "Human Development Report", 1996, and 1997, and ESCAP, "Socio-Economic Profile of SAARC Countries," 1996


� Inspired by “Beyond Housing”-Child and Community Centred Habitat Transformation, edited by Lalitha Iyer, Aromar Revi, PLAN International Region of South Asia, 1994; Aromar Revi and Poonam Batra, “Giving Children Back their Childhood”-a Case Study of Deepalaya- PLAN Project.





� Definition of adequate housing as proposed by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing, Miloon Kothari. See UN document E/CN.4/2001/51, Para 8.


� Available on www.unhchr.ch/housing


� See toolkit on adequate housing in www.hic-mena.org


� Lalitha Iyer and David A. Goldenberg, “We Live Here Too!-Moving toward child-centred habitat programmes”, PLAN International, 1996.


� See Annexure I for Urban Design Guidelines.


� Lalitha Iyer, David A. Goldenberg, “Improving Habitat for Children-a handbook for program decisions”-PLAN International, 1997


� See chapter I ‘Children’s Budget’ in “India’s Children and the Union Budget”, Haq-Centre for Child Rights,2001.


� See Annexure I 


� See Amos Rapoport, “ House, Form and Culture”, Prentice Hall, 1969


� Sudeshna Chatterjee, “Child in the City-Realizing the perceptions, needs and aspirations of children in urban neighbourhoods,” unpublished master’s thesis, School of Planning and Architecture, 1998.
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